
 

 
BOSTON POST CANE POLICY 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide for the preservation of the tradition of the Boston Post 
Cane which seeks to recognize and show appreciation for the oldest resident of Harpswell. 
 
Requirements 
To be nominated to receive the distinction, a person must: 
 

1. be the oldest identified resident,  
 

2. have been a resident in Harpswell for a minimum of 25 years including the most recent 
10 years,  
 

3. be 90 years of age or older, and  
 

4. be willing to receive the honor in person or through a family member or friend.  
 
Resident is defined as someone who is currently on the voter registration list or would qualify to 
be on the voter registration list.  Persons living outside the town on a temporary basis with the 
intent to return or in an area nursing home may be eligible. 
The Harpswell Board of Selectmen shall make the final decision about who shall receive the 
award and provide for public acknowledgment of such resident.   
 
Method of Search 
The Town shall endeavor to determine the oldest resident by means such as review of voter 
registration list, advertising, inquiry of civic groups, general public knowledge, or nomination by 
family or friends.  The Board of Selectmen shall establish a nomination period of not more than 
60 days.  Nomination forms will be available online or at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
 
Presentation 
The Chair of the Harpswell Board of Selectmen or his/her designee shall present Harpswell’s 
oldest resident with a plaque and pin signifying the honor.  The location of the presentation will 
be determined according to the circumstances of the honoree.  If practicable, there shall be a 
photograph taken of the honoree with the cane, however, the cane shall be returned for display at 
the Harpswell Town Office.  Once awarded, the subsequent discovery of an older resident or the 
relocation of another older person to the community shall not invalidate the honor or designation. 
The recipient shall retain the honor as long as he or she remains in Harpswell or in a nearby 
nursing home or residence.  The Town Clerk’s Office upon knowledge or notification that the 
recipient has died, changed residency, or otherwise refused the honor, shall so inform the Board 
of Selectmen that a new search should begin. 
 
This policy shall be administered with reasonable flexibility by the Board of Selectmen. 
 

Adopted by the Board of Selectmen May 14, 2015 

 

 



 

BOSTON POST CANE NOMINATION FORM 
Harpswell, Maine 

 
Name of Nominee: 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s address: 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Date of Birth: _______________Telephone #:____________________ 
 
Year Nominee became a Harpswell resident: _______________ 
 
Please attach proof of date of birth and residency when submitting form. 
 
Name of Person Making Nomination:  
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
Telephone #:  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Please forward form and attachments to:  
 
Town Clerk’s Office 
P.O. Box 39 
Harpswell, Maine  04079 
Fax: 207-833-0058 or 
rknight@town.harpswell.me.us 
 
If you have any questions please call Roz Knight, Town Clerk, at 207-833-5771. 
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